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Kim Taylor (that's me) is a long time martial artist living in Guelph Ontario. I've written a couple dozen
books on the subject, several scholarly articles, edited several magazines and generally done what I can
to spread the word.

Having tried all that, I also post short essays on the 'net and these have been collected here for your
convenience. Since I'm only offering these in ebook form the formatting is pretty simple, one might
even say "default".

Most of these will cover the martial arts that I am concerned with, Aikido, Iaido, Jodo, Niten Ichiryu
and a couple more which will probably get mentioned along the way. If you don't know about them
there are loads of resources available on the 'net.

You will also find a lot of martial arts jargon. Again I refer you to the 'net where you will find
definitions of most of the words I use. I don't expect there will be many non-budo types reading this so
I'm not going to worry about defining the foreign words or even identifying them as foreign by, for
instance, putting them in italics. My book, my rules.

If someone out there figures this stuff could be edited into a proper book and published, get in touch if
you've got the editor, I thought about it once but would rather write something new than edit something

already written.

If you want to check out any of those books you can do so at http://sdksupplies.com/ where you might
also find more of these Half a Century ebooks.
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Enlightenment

The function of the life long practice of budo is often assumed to be enlightenment.

I gotta tell you, it's a tricky subject. If we're talking about that wonderful feeling of being connected to
the entire universe (non-drug induced) and the sure knowledge that the world and your self
interpenetrate and all that jazz, I got that about 30 years ago. I was riding on a bus and received it as we
were going around a corner. Cool rubber on hot pavement, the outward sway of movement, the smell of
diesel exhaust, the warmth of the sun on our window, the vibration of the engine.

What did it do for me? Well I'm no longer bothered by religion, fear of death or the rest of that "big
thing". I instantly knew the meaning of life and I haven't forgotten it.

Did it make me happy? A better person?
No. Unfortunately no on both counts.

The problem is that I live in the world. I have to deal with life in all its ugly, stupid, depressing,
vindictive, petty glory. One of my students is living like a monk in my cottage up north. He chops
wood, melts snow, reads good books and is alone with his thoughts. Oh how I envy him! Ah, yes, envy.

Enlightenment isn't a goal, being a good person isn't an achievement, it's something that we have to
work at every day. Training is forever or the world sucks you right back down into the pointless
bickering and argument of everyday life in an over-crowded world where most people figure they'll be
happy with just a little bit more, where next week it's going to get done and next year we'll do that nice
thing we have been meaning to do for.... is it ten years now?

Make a list for a day of all the selfish, petty, hurtful things that you notice.

Now make a list for all the same things you notice in other people.

It's easy to be enlightened if you're a hermit on a mountain. It's not so easy if you live in the world of
ghosts, in that city of half-alive people who don't know they're half dead. In that place where the only

way most people feel life is through self-inflicted pain and where their connection with others is
through the infliction of more pain.
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Mostly it's a fight against the anger that comes with the understanding of how happy people could be if
they would just stop looking inward and nurturing, indulging that needy-greedy little child and look
outward to the wonder of being alive.

To just stop and pay attention to the rest of their own self, the part that is beyond that bag of skin they
think separates them from the rest of their life, their happiness.
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Flavours

One of the truisms of the martial arts is that you have to stick with one instructor. Sometimes it works
out that you can, but in the case of myself and many of my students it has not.

I have a student in Japan who has had an embarassment of instruction. Due to his job he has moved to
several locations in Japan and has practiced with many of the strongest iaido and jodo instructors.

Here in Canada we have been exposed to dozens of very strong instructors from Japan as a matter of
course as seminars are presented and different people are invited.

This is both good and bad. As a beginner and for a couple of decades after that, being exposed to many
different instructors means that you can be moulded into something very strong, something that, if
you're lucky, is the best of each instructor. They all see different things and they all make tweaks in
different ways which means a student can get some fine "fine tuning".

The flip side is that there can be conflicting instruction, which is where the flavour comes in. Even in a
common set such as Zen Ken Ren Iai (seitei iaido) there is room for variation in the shape of a cut or
the timing of a movement.

You can see why this multiple instruction isn't a problem until you've had ten or 15 years of practice, to
change at will the shape of your cut or the path the tip of your sword takes, means that you are an
advanced student to begin with. Instruction goes from the large to the small, from big movements to the
details, and by the time you're working on those details you're very experienced. This is where there
can be too many flavours in one dish. You are now at the stage where you can make these kinds of
changes and so you will get nailed with contradictory advice.

Note that we're talking about Zen Ken Ren Iai and there is very little room for personal interpretation
here. The set is designed for testing how closely students can come to a specified practice, and it is
designed to be the same worldwide. In other words, multiple instructors should be able to teach the
same student and come up with someone who is performing the techniques correctly. It is only at the
advanced stages that the student needs consistent instruction, at about 5 or 6dan, certainly by 7dan.
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Koryu is a different story. There is no common agreement on how to practice a koryu art, even very
small arts such as Niten Ichiryu have multiple lines of instruction. Larger arts such as Muso Jikiden
Eishin Ryu have hundreds of lines of practice which can look radically different and can have quite
different interpretations of the kata. It is of great value for a student to learn from a single instructor for
as much of their practice as possible, certainly from their fourth or fifth year of practice onward. Of
course, each of these koryu have their own grading systems (or not) and so it would be downright
impossible to consider advancing in any of the lines without being a student of that line and thus the
student of one instructor. It is only in a common set such as Zen Ken Ren iai that the question even
arises that you can have several instructors and advance in rank.

Bottom line, you either follow the instructor you're studying with or you insult him/her by second
guessing their instruction and if you're second guessing the instruction you're wasting your time. Even
if you can do it "two different ways" and keep them separated, what do you do when you grade? These
are the origins of the "one teacher" rule. It has something to do with loyalty and instructors being
reluctant to poach students, sure, but it has a lot more to do with having a clear voice of instruction at
higher levels of study.

Finally, there is always the case of "politics" which, in the martial arts actually more often than not
means "sponsorship”. To achieve the very highest ranks in any organization you need to be known, and
in a large organization that means you need to be sponsored by someone who can vouch for your
character and abilities. Those at the top of a small organization may know everyone of interest below,
but get into the thousands of members and you're looking at personal recommendations being very
important and that means picking the right teacher and sticking with him.
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Anything Breaks

A customer sent this to me today:
Sorry to be emailing you this but I broke my ebony bokken today on a rubber "Bob"...yes,
broken...I will send you pics asap.....I am not asking for anything and just providing feedback for
you and Kim....I cut ABOUT 4000 cuts minimum a week for about 15 years now so I'm starting to
get it as far as cutting...Anyway, its sad to see my ebony break and just wanted to share that they
all can break and sadly, all do when used....just an fyi, "bob" is the rubber guy who stands and is
filled with water or sand..I put about 4 sweatshirts on him too and firehoods on his head to deaden
the impacts.....(firehoods per I'm a firefighter in GA)... again, please let me know what you
think....thank you!! (this bokken was the custom black ebony one made about 2 years ago now)

I'll be offering a deal to replace his bokuto but a couple of points to make here about using wood tools.

It's wood. It dries out, it suffers from repeated blows, it doesn't like hitting things that don't move out of
the way once you hit them. In other words, hit something hard enough or long enough and it will break.
I've broken the hickory handles of splitting mauls with a single mis-hit on a piece of pine. I've broken
those indestructible plastic handles too.

A few of my fellow bokuto-makers used to offer guarantees against breakage, one of them for
"dymondwood" like material (ebony glued laminated wood) and another for verawood, but they don't
any more. People break the unbreakable stuff. If I remember the story right, one verawood customer
bought a bokuto (at a couple hundred dollars likely) and went out and broke it on a telephone pole.

After almost 30 years of making these things I can tell a lot of stories but here's my advice on hitting
things with bokuto.

1. Hit lightly. You want accuracy not power, a bokuto represents a sword and you don't need to hit hard
with a sword, the sharp edge takes care of the damage, you just have to deliver it.

2. Hit something springy. If you do want to hit things hard, make sure they give, like a bundle of small
branches or a FLEXIBLE rubber tire, but not a heavy bag or a "bob", those things don't give way fast
enough. They're OK for hitting with your fist or your foot since those things are moving relatively
slowly and if you hit too hard you give... and eventually heal. Bokuto break.

3. Don't use your exotic wood weapons to smack things. They're expensive and they're not the most
reliable grain in the world, but as I mentioned, even the epoxy-glued laminates don't stand up to some
hitting. Buy a cheap hickory bokuto to break instead.

4. Make sure you hit with the sweet spot. If you hit too close to the end of a bokuto you run the risk of
splitting the tip, if you hit too far down you put more weight into the front end which "folds over" the
target and snaps. Of course if you hit far enough toward your hands you lose the speed and the leverage
and so you reduce the risk.
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5. Even weapons that are designed to hit hard don't actually hit hard. I'm thinking of the jo in Shindo
Muso Ryu jodo. They are used to smack bokuto out of the way and the bokuto do go flying away fast,
but the best strikes, the most correct strikes, don't meet at 90 degrees. The strikes are on an angle that
puts the power into the bokuto over a distance and over a period of time so the damage is minimal
while the motion is maximized. Even the few strikes that are more or less square on are mitigated by it
being tip on tip, so the jo can flex and the bokuto can be driven sideways in the grip of the swordsman.
There's never an edge to edge movie-style smacking going on.

6. Remember that you can break an ash (very flexible wood) baseball bat on a small ball so it should
never be a surprise that you can break a bokuto on an immovable object, or on another bokuto swung at
90 degrees to hit edge to edge.

7. Experience is not a protection. At some point you will have to ease up even more when you hit
things, because with experience comes the ability to put more and more power into the tip of the
bokuto. Eventually you will be able to pick up just about any weapon and know how to snap it in half. I
know karate guys who can break a bo by swinging it in the air.

T

Half a Century V pg 9



People Is People

From the "everyone's the same" files: On an online forum recently it was suggested that the koryu in

Japan do not badmouth each other. This response comes from Rennis Buchner
Not to be argumentative, but spend a little bit of time on various Japanese discussion boards where
budo matters come up and you will readily find endless discussions of various ryu, various lines of
ryua, etc that make some of the meanest and most vindictive arguments we have see on our
English forums seem downright tame in comparison. Of course one major reason for this is that
Japanese forums generally tend to lean towards anonymous posting, which really allows the
gloves to come off. But in any case, the idea that most other ryuha don't have similar issues in the
online (and real life) community and don't get bad-mouthed and aggressively attacked for any
number of reasons in Japan is far from true. Most ryu do "put up with it" or more correctly, just try
to ignore it.

Many western beginners do tend to have the idea that Japanese budo is some sort of monolithic, polite
society dedicated to improving all humanity. It's always a good idea to remember that people is people
at the end of the day.
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This is the photo Ohmi sensei sometimes talks about, the very high stamp on nuki tsuke.
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Still Learning

This example won't mean much to those who don't do jodo but the idea's the same.

I was working, the last couple of practices, on hiki otoshi uchi, the knocking aside of the sword by the
jo. Mostly I'm trying to get the students to keep their hips underneath themselves, to keep their hands
from crossing when they swing, to get the right angle on the strike, all sorts of things like that.
Yesterday I was talking about footwork, carrying over from the iaido class earlier in the day and
mentioned the change in the foot between ma hanmi (fully sideways stance) where you start this
technique, and ya ya hanmi (sort of sideways) where you finish. The front foot moves from 45 degrees
away from the opponent to pointing directly at them.

Suddenly I said " OK turn your foot first, before you hit the sword" and lights appeared over heads all
over the class.

Including mine.
And suddenly hips, angles, hands all fell into place.
I heard, down the line a little way, someone say "why didn't you mention this before?"

Hells bells, I just noticed it myself! Didn't say so of course, can't have the students know just how small
the distance between us is, I said something like "well now you're ready to hear it".

Thankfully nobody challenged the little talk on hand angles and grip that popped into my head at the
same time... fixed up the swing shape though.
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The ages of Learning

(With apologies to Confucious)

I suspect I was one of the first folks on the net to point out that Shimizu sensei got a menkyo kaiden
(full transmission of the school) in just 8 years http://ejmas.com/jnc/jncart taylor 0900.htm and I'm
usually the first to jump in on the debunking of the "ancient Japanese master" stuff but to be honest, at
this stage in my martial arts career it looks about like this:

At 5 years I had learned all the kata.

At 10 years I had some idea that I knew what the kata were for.

At going on 30 years of martial arts practice now I'm just starting to figure out that it's got nothing to do
with kata. The really juicy stuff is in the first twitch of your foot just as the opponent has reached a
point in his attack where he's committed and can't prevent what you're about to do to him.

The first twitch of the foot.

And I'm still not there, I figure I need another ten years at least before I get what I'm working on now,
by which time I'll be fascinated by something even more esoteric.

Look, there are guys out there who get "menkyo kaiden" in short periods of time... and I have a 7dan in
iaido, but that stuff isn't what I'm talking about. Knowing the school and being able to teach it isn't the
end of the road. The real secrets of the martial arts (and I've said this before too) are contained in the
lessons you got on the very first day of your training. They aren't secrets at all, they're practical ways of
moving that explode into all the kata of the school and then contract after years of training into a couple
of basic motions. Back to what you learned the first day.

So for 5 years you learn kata like crazy, looking for the techniques.

For the next ten years you study the kata for the secret techniques contained within and between the
techniques and maybe you get permission to start teaching.

Then for the next 20 years you slowly start to realize that the kata are only the textbooks, knowing
them is knowing what the recipe for a chocolate cake is, they aren't the chocolate cake.

The good cooking comes after years of cooking, not after memorizing a few hundred recipes.
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The Dojo Floor

We were talking about "the dojo" a couple of days ago. The dojo is the top floor of my cottage, it's a
beautiful space of 24 by 36 feet with 13 foot high ceilings that has, for 16 years, been used as a junk
accumulation area but now one of my students is determined he is going to make it a dojo before this
spring is over.

We got thinking about the floor and it occurs to me that the best floor I've ever seen is in the dojo of
Namitome sensei in Fukuoka. It has light coming in at floor level, it has red pine floors, and it has
acquired, over the years, the surface texture of a golf ball.

It's beautiful.

It's like a practice top that is starting to fray around the collar, just the right amount of wear and tear to
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let you know that someone works here. This floor has acquired its dents from years of jo and bokuto
hits which have been worn in by regular washing.

Just thinking about it makes me happy.
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Too Many Cooks

I picked my son up from his Judo class and he was not a very happy camper. He had a couple of
complaints but they all came, more or less, down to the same problem.

First, he and his partner were told to practice slower by one sensei, and they did. Then another sensei
came along and told them to practice faster, and they did. The first sensei came back and told them that
if they didn't start listening to him he was going to kick them off the mat.

Eventually the second sensei came over and admitted he had told them to do something different.

Later, he was working carefully to get a good throw in, since he doesn't want to just try to muscle on
the throws because he has no muscle to work with. A sensei announced to the class in general that if
they weren't ready to come on the mat and try their hardest they should just stay home.

Now, as it turns out there is a tournament coming up but I wonder how much good this is doing anyone
at that class.

The martial arts are not a democracy, there is room for only one voice in a class at any one time. I well
remember Aikido classes where every senior I practiced with had his own contribution to my training,

and I remember even more clearly wishing they would all just shut up and listen to what the instructor

was saying because what he was saying had very little to do with what they thought he was saying... or
perhaps they just knew better than their sensei.

It's been a while since I have actually run across this problem. Either I'm so senior nobody talks over
my instruction, or those practicing the weapons arts are a bit more careful (confusion doesn't lead to a
twisted wrist, it leads to blood on the scalp). I do know that I was always very careful, when in any
class, to listen to whoever is teaching and to practice what they were teaching. I always tried very hard
to do what they said, rather than to get into "well in my dojo we do it this way"... after all if my partner
wanted to learn from me I'm sure he would have said so or turned up in my class.

None of this helps my son with his multiple sensei problem of course, and the only advice I ever came
up with to solve the problem was to try and do it the way the last sensei told you to do it... although I
have to admit, I really can't think of more than three classes I was ever in with more than one sensei
walking around. If it's a training partner yapping away at you then smile, nod, say thank you, and then
act stupid while you do the technique the way sensei told you to do it, rather than the way your partner
told you. That goes for partners who outrank you as well as those who don't. If your partner outranks
you by enough you may find (as I did once or twice) that they stop and ask "really, sensei said do it that
way? Oops I guess I should look closer next time".

One cook in each kitchen folks, one sensei in each class.
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Kiwanis Music Festival

I attended the first of four or five classes my violin-playing daughter has for this year's Kiwanis Music
Festival. The participants play a piece and an adjudicator makes notes and comments at the end of the
performances.

My daughter is the equivalent of a Kendo Federation 5th dan.

The adjudicator talked about "how soft is piano" "how fast is adagio" and about the feeling of the piece.
She suggested different bowing techniques to achieve different emotions in the music.

I was reminded of the advice that 5dan iaido students get on how to pace the kata, how to make this
part or that more hard, more soft.

Then as we were walking out my daughter commented that she had the same instructor for her master
class and that this woman had torn her piece to bits, and berated her about not being up on the technical
aspects of the playing. My daughter added she knew she was doing this to make her a better player and
that her own instructor is just as harsh and unforgiving of technical mistakes.

My opinion that she is a 5dan was confirmed. This rank is the "last of the technical grades" in the
Kendo Federation, it is the last grade where the physical ability to perform the kata is the main reason
to pass. Beyond this all sorts of other things like the feeling of the kata and the timing within the
technique become more important.

More interesting is that the visiting master class instructor felt free to rip her to pieces on her technical
skills. She must have seen her level of skill and realized that she should simply be ready for class, the
notes ready to hand, and be working on other things. Her comments on the Kiwanis class began with
"it's a pleasure to see people come to class prepared", and then she proceeded to give instructions on
how to go to the next level.

From now on my daughter will be asked to do more of her own work, to figure out her own phrasing
and bowing, to have her own opinion on how a piece should be interpreted and eventually to develop
her own style. This style will be something other than a gimmick, it will simply be how she plays, what
is natural to her. She will be asked to make the art her own.

How Budo can you get?
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News from the SDK front

Let's see, still waiting for enough registrations to come in for the seminar so that I can clear my credit
cards and put the next chunk of expenses on there. This will be the 20th Guelph Spring Seminar for
iaido and jodo, and we have 8 sensei coming from Japan including the chair of the Iaido committee,
Kishimoto sensei. Should be a good seminar and I'm scrambling to get it all organized. It doesn't get
any easier as the years go along, especially with coordinating this many instructors through the
International Kendo Federation. The seminar is at: http://seidokai.ca/iai.seminar.html

This year we'll be doing a door prize, you will have to be at the free dinner on Saturday evening to
collect... the nefarious plot of course is to get more people there bidding on the auction pieces so we
can recover the price of the dinner and the door prize... wait a minute, let me go over that thinking
again...

Other goodies include a free t-shirt that we still have to get ordered, you'll pick up your t-shirt when
you put your ticket in for the door prize. (And how many does one order if there are only 30 people
registered so far and no idea how many will eventually turn up? Oh the joys of the seminar organizer.)
I've also got the students canvassing businesses to put up displays at the seminar and donate cool stuff
to the auction so if anyone has any ideas just let me know. The deal is that the business sends items to
display, and those are often donated to the auction. From Japan, Kendo World is sending some back
issues along with subscription forms, and Chiba Budogu is sending some catalogues and bokuto. Jeff
Broderick is sending a couple of items for the auction as well.

I was in Peterborough last weekend and am waiting on visuals for that seminar report. Good seminar, I
did another run at abstracting timing from kata. I need to do an article on that for you guys, have to get
the video out for it I think.

Speaking of video, I've managed to get a couple more done. The tanjo tape has been done for a while,
and is available as a set with a tanjo. http://sdksupplies.com/cat _instructset.html We did a new one on
Tachi Uchi no Kurai, I'm learning (I hope) how to do a decent instructional for partner sets. The solo
iaido videos are so much easier, turn the tape on, talk for 2 hours, turn the tape off... but partner sets are
a different story. Yesterday we did the tachi seiho from Niten Ichiryu and I have a good feeling for this
one, although I haven't watched it yet.

I spent the afternoon yesterday uploading photos of the latest one of a kind weapons to that page.
http://sdksupplies.com/cat _bokuto singles.html Still waiting to get the prices and the buttons coded but
if you're interested in anything the prices will be similar to others you see on the page and you can
always email.

I hope to get an article or two uploaded to EJMAS this morning before class, and I have a page full of
notes on blog entries next to my left hand here.

In the meantime I'm trying to get my Mother's estate sorted away, my own house repaired and my

Half a Century V pg 17


http://ejmas.com/
http://sdksupplies.com/cat_bokuto_singles.html
http://sdksupplies.com/cat_instructset.html
http://seidokai.ca/iai.seminar.html

cottage finished after 16 years of half-finished drywall. You know, years ago folks used to ask to
become my uchi-deshi for this or that art I teach. Maybe I should start saying yes, I'll teach you in
return for carpentry, painting, yard-work, plumbing...... If I can only get you to pay for your own food
as well...

Ah dear, I suppose one day all the tapes will be done, all the books written, all the kids established in
their lives, all the students booted out the door and I'll go sit and think on the back porch. I'm half way
to being a cranky old man now... yes only half way, it's going to get worse kids. Once I hit that porch
everyone better stay off my lawn.

Kat and Ken doing a little tanjo
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Start in the Corner

Looking over the post I just wrote, it makes me depressed and gives me the feeling that I don't have
enough time in the day (left in my life) to do everything that needs doing.

This is pretty common, and something that can paralyze a person. You notice that the shower head is
leaking, but that means opening up the wall to remove the fitting, and that means re-tiling and grouting,
and that means fixing the backing board and that means rebuilding the studs and that means... before
you know it you're rebuilding the house like some bad cable channel TV program.

You can't do this or that because of all the other things that you need to do... and it overwhelms you so
that you just sit down and have a coffee on the couch and watch your kids play video games instead.

Two things to try.

First, turn off the radio, the computer, the TV and the your mp3 player. None of those things help get
anything done, they are for distraction, not for productivity.

Second, for Musashi's sake don't think about all the things you have to get done. Just start in one corner
of the house and start cleaning from there. Don't look around at the mess behind you, just work
backwards out of that corner and keep looking at the nice clean area you've made so far.

It's a trick, but we need the tricks to get anything done. Multi-tasking is a myth, my computer can't do it
and neither can I, the computer is just a lot faster at switching than I am.

OH, and if you're doing a job right now, do it Right, Now. Use the proper materials and do a proper job.
That way you don't have to do it all over again in ten years (or three minutes).

OH, and don't even bother delegating stuff to someone you aren't sure will do the job. It's faster to do it
yourself than to drive yourself insane trying to follow up all the delegation. This doesn't apply of course
if you're paying folks to do this delegated job. Hey, you don't suppose that's why we invented jobs for
pay do you?

OH, and if you are paying someone to do a job and they aren't doing it... fire them. Life's too short to
treat employees like children.

OH, and if your kids don't do a job for you when they are asked, trade the neighbour for his kids. Kids
will happily do work for the neighbour that they won't do for you. That way you can indulge your kids
and still get the yardwork done. Just make sure your neighbour has kids the right age... damnit I knew
there was a problem with that one.

OH and... this isn't getting EJMAS updated.
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Standardization

In the past, by watching a kata preformance one could say at first glance which master had guided
the practice. In the last few years books and video tapes are increasingly used for karate teaching.
That is why kata have become uniform even in detail, and lost individuality. Also at the big kata
contests kata performances prove excellent training results but nearly no individuality; the kata
always look the same. -Kenei Mabuni, Empty Hand: The Essence of Budo Karate, 2010.

Jeff Broderick made almost the same comment about iaido in Japan at the top levels of the Kendo
Federation in his blog http://jeffsbudoblog.blogspot.com/ He lamented the variety of practice that he
saw even a few years earlier in the tournaments and demonstrations in Japan.

It's not just the martial arts that are becoming homogenized in this age of the internet, it's culture as a
whole. Think about the reach of Youtube, of Wikipedia and the Google image search. No matter where
you are on earth, if you type in a search term you'll get the same results as everyone else on the planet.

This is the blessing and the curse of the human world, one where we are losing hundreds of languages a
year as the old speakers pass away, but one where we can preserve vast numbers of people
from disaster by a world-wide network of transportation and information.

In the Kendo Federation we actually have "the solution" to this problem, if we would but use it. We
have the Zen Ken Ren Iai and Jo sets which are commonly called "seitei gata iai/jo" or
"representative/standard forms of iai/jo".

This means just what it says, it's a standard set of kata that are done world-wide in the same way, or at
least they should be, and they are encouraged to be. These are our grading kata, our competition kata,
our common language. All students practice these kata as closely to the current practice as they can.

But we also have the various koryu which are also practiced by people in the Kendo Federation. These
koryu are supported by the federation in that the grading system requires a demonstration of them at the
advanced ranks in order to pass.

It always amuses me that people mix up these two types of practice. There are non-federation groups
out there which practice "seitei iai" as if it's a school that can be learned and passed along outside the
Kendo Federation. There are also federation people who wish to practice the seitei "as I was taught it
several years ago before they started messing around with it." Seitei is a standardized set of practice
kata which the Kendo Federation uses to discuss and demonstrate its current thoughts on practice, to
instruct and assess students, and to ensure minimum levels of skill across multiple countries. It is also,
perhaps unintentionally, a way of identifying who has been paying attention and who's been out of the
loop for the last few years.

On the other hand, there are people who practice koryu who will look at the practice of other groups
and say "they are doing it wrong", as if there were a standard, correct/representative way of practicing
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any koryu. This is an artifact of a world-wide ability to transfer video, photography and books, and an
understanding that there are seitei sets out there which are standardized.

In fact, without the birth of Youtube just five years ago this sort of assumption would never have been
made, and comments on how one group does something as compared to another would have been
almost impossible, at least at the level of those who have not had long years of watching performances
with their own eyes.

Seitei is designed to look the same for everyone. It's for judging and grading purposes, it's a level
playing field on which to perform. The seitei gata are like a cross country race-course, they are a set of
challenges that everyone experiences the same way, all the runners going over the same field, up the
same hill and across the same marsh.

Koryu are, by their very nature, individual. You can indeed see which teacher taught which student
when you are talking about the old schools. Koryu is taught from instructor to student, usually without
reference to books, videos, photos or even other instructors. This daisy-chain of personal instruction
from one generation to the next will naturally produce some drifting apart of lines. If two of my
students teach in different cities, their grand-students will naturally look somewhat different from each
other. Somewhat, as those things that I emphasize as being "very important” will likely be preserved as
"very important" through the line.

But there is another way that the koryu become individualized, and that is the very correct and proper
way that a teacher will shape an art for each student. This is a simple and practical matter of matching
the art to the student, giving a large student large and strong technique and a small, wiry student fast
technique. It may require actual modifications of the technique to fit a student with a weak arm, or a
damaged knee. All of this also tends to move the koryu away from a standard way of practice.

With the seitei sets the student tries as hard as possible to match the body to the art. With the koryu sets
the student has the art matched to the body. One tends toward a common practice, the other tends away
from the common practice.

Of course all this is in balance, seitei is not rigid, just standardized; koryu is not deliberately changed,
just molded.

If practice is looked at like this, there should be no reason to lament the loss of unique flavours in the
martial arts. The koryu must be cherished by the seitei, the seitei must be understood by the koryu.

In our larger world, if our mass culture cherishes and values the esoteric, there is no reason why the

languages of the Amazon basin need be lost to us while those peoples acquire laptops and the internet
along with Coke, Nike and McDonalds.
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Kim in Japan
I'm updating and backing things up, and I discovered this shot from Doug Martin of me on our trip to

Japan almost exactly a year ago.

I have no idea why it catches my interest, it doesn't particularly look like me, at least not the me I have
in my head, that guy is still 18.

Something about the expression I think, and the Christmas themed red and green repeated in the
background.

You know, I think it's just that I don't seem to be worried about anything. I'm present, but not involved.
I have no real budo point about this, except that even for those of us who pay attention to ourselves,

and to who we are, why we do things and so on, there are times when we are simply unknown to
ourselves. We just have to accept our ability to surprise ourselves.
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Girls!

According to the All Japan Kendo Federation (AJKF), as of 2009 there were 1,270 newly
registered members, and 30 percent of them were female. AJKF representative Chihiro Kishimoto,
76, says, "Even at colleges, many girls are choosing to join the iaido club, something that would
have been unimaginable in the old times." --- http://search.japantimes.co.jp/cgi-
bin/fd20100307a2.html

Wow, if we had 300 new folks (let alone new women) sign up for iaido this year in Canada I'd be over
the moon. I recently heard that historical action figures are all the rage in Japan right now. Must be part
of the same trend.

In other news, the sensei are arriving on Wednesday which means that I'm out of contact until they
leave the Tuesday after.

For years we have had a pre-registration fee and an "at the door" fee and for years people have been
leaving their registration later and later. Guys, Dave is telling me we need a cutoff date of, like, two
weeks ago because all those mailed in registrations from next week will land while I'm driving the
sensei around the countryside sightseeing and I'll be up until 2am doing paperwork.

The vast majority are in and registered, but for those of you who are just too busy.... remember that
when you see Dave "at the door" he might just say "it's in the mail and You're At The Door". You see if
I can't get the paperwork done before the seminar, he has to do it during.

For those attending other seminars this summer... mix a little thinking with your swinging and get that
paperwork done! Make an organizer happy.

Asked his opinion on why there was a history/sword boom among women all of sudden, the

AJKF's Kishimoto says, "Modern women are not weak. They are ready to defend themselves, and
maybe that kind of psychology is reflected in iaido or combat classes."
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Take Those Notes

Yesterday we spent the day going over "what we did on our summer seminar”. In this case my visit to
the Oda sensei seminar in Vancouver. I tried to go through all the things that I picked up from sensei so
that we could reinforce them and so that those who were not at the seminar would hear them.

Two other students who attended the seminar were present, and I asked them repeatedly if there was
anything I was forgetting or that they had heard that I had not.

This can be like pulling teeth.
Just because I'm a high rank and I'm in front of the class doesn't mean that I am omnipotent... much as

students would like to think that of their teachers. We need help too folks, help to remember the details,
help to remember the timelines, and help to see the things we can't see because we're not there in class.

So as a student, even if your sensei is in the same class as you are, make notes and don't hesitate to
speak up in the review class (we all DO have review classes after every seminar don't we???) when
asked.

Kat and Ken, tachi uchi no kurai

Half a Century V pg 24



Who's your Daddy

It suddenly occurs to me that even though I have a lineage (or two) that goes back to before 1600
(according to the records) I have trained with the last two generations and that's it. I have not trained
with all those teachers back to 1600 so what's the point of claiming them as progenitors?

Really, we train with the last guy in the line, not the first, so lineage or not, our training depends on the
abilities of our teachers.

The value of having a long-winded school? I'm now not sure. Due to the effects of telephone tag I'm
not sure I'm learning what the founder taught. In one of my schools I have actually traced a lot of the
additions that have happened over the years through later teachers.

The value of having some really good fighters in the lineage? Fighting ability isn't something that
passes all that easily down through the years as far as I know.

Bragging rights? Really.
No, obsessing about the lineage is mostly idle thought, not really conducive to good training at all,

except perhaps for the stories about how hard the guys trained back then... and how I should get back to
it.
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Generations

Tomorrow I am heading to Toronto for the appreciation dinner with Roy Asa sensei, president of the
CKEF for almost 30 years and recently retired.

I've been involved with the CKF since 1987 and have heard, for much of the time from then until now,
the usual complaints about what the federation should do about this or that. Always, always with the
full intent that someone else other than the complainer should be doing something because said
complainer had paid their $15, later $20 annual membership fee.

Well T have been involved at or near the top of the iaido and jodo sections since they were organized
within the federation and so I have been priviledged to have worked closely on occasion with Asa
sensei. I may speak another time about volunteer organizations and the workings of such entities, but
for now I'd like to relate a small personal story about Asa sensei and how he got things done.

Several years after the iaido section was organized and running nicely, the CKF realized that there were
enough folks around to organize a jodo section. There were 5 or 6 active dojo with instructors and a
well established history of instruction from Japan so it became time to create the section and provide
gradings in Canada, allowing the art to grow.

At one of the summer seminars, which I "organize" I ended up sitting in the middle of the gym floor
discussing the first grading with Asa sensei and with the head of the jodo committee of the ZNKR. It
became apparent during the discussions that I was about to become the head of the section. I spoke up
saying that there were three or four jodo folks experienced enough and talented enough to do the job,
and that it didn't have to be me. The Japanese sensei laughed and Asa sensei simply looked at me like I
was slightly slow-witted and said "I know you".

With those words I was both tapped and trapped. There was no way that I could avoid the job or do less
than my very best at it. You see, I had watched Asa sensei put his heart, soul and a huge chunk of his
life into the CKF and when he turned to me I could do no less than as much as I could to repay that
work. I know how hard he worked to make the CKF work, how personal it was to him. By that single
statement "I know you" he made it clear that the organization was now a personal concern of mine as
well. How could it not be?

We have our teachers of budo and we owe them for those teachings. We also have our sensei in the
organization we belong to, and we owe them the same debt when asked.
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Editing

I don't watch TV news, absolutely never tune into a 24 hour news station and rarely listen to radio
news.

I'm reasonably informed about world events, and I mean reasonably in every sense of that word, by
reading a national newspaper once a day.

I want edited news, and I want background to that news, I don't have time to do that myself so I
delegate it to the newspaper and it has worked for years.

Think about 24 hour news stations for a moment. Is there really that much going on in the world? Of
course not, or rather, there is not that much going on that the folks who watch 24 hour news stations
would be interested in seeing, or that the producers would be willing to pay to produce, or that the
advertisers would be willing to bankroll. After all, I'm sure there are fascinating things going on in the
neighbourhoods of Shanghai, Durban and Mozambique but I doubt your average CNN watcher would
want to watch it.

The internet is another place I don't get news. I tend not to get a lot from the net but I am as caught up
in it as anyone when it comes to certain topics. Photography goes past my eyes in vast amounts. I
regularly attend a couple of martial arts discussion groups, but my facebook account sits neglected for
weeks at a time since I haven't a clue what facebook is (for).

These tiny infusions of data into our brains which burst constantly all day long may actually be
changing the way we think. I know it takes me a couple of days at the cottage before I can actually read
a book again. The brain likes it's jumpy information flow, our history as a species likely designed us to
be that way... after all you don't want to miss the lion in the grass while you are chasing away the
buzzards and hyenas from that carcass.

It has been suggested that the ability to concentrate on one thing for a long time came about with
books. Perhaps, but I wouldn't be surprised if a shepherd didn't have long thoughts while watching the
sheep day by day (which may in fact explain the large numbers of religions that come out of the pasture
and desert regions). I do know that without concentration you don't get the great philosophers and you
certainly don't get to understand how they make their arguments toward their philosophies by jumping
from wikipedia to about.com to philosophy.com to Stanford University to... Nothing is a substitute to a
careful reading of their writings, except perhaps a very good philosophy instructor who has edited it
down for you.

Which brings me to my martial arts point. Like with my news, I want my budo in quality not quantity, I
want it edited, not now and certainly not in fragments and half-understood bursts of enthusiasm.

In short, I want to listen to an 8dan and not a 4dan. Not that a 4dan isn't a useful person to have around,
they tend to be the repository of "how it's done", they know the "right" way to do it and let's face it,
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they're the Wikipedia of our world. Think about it, how often have you watched a 7dan turn to a 4dan
and say "what's the next technique?" Trust me, they aren't asking to test knowledge or to provide
experience in teaching... they really can't remember what the next technique is. But the 4dan will know.

A 4dan knows the next technique in their own art and are likely to know the next technique in three
more. They know the name of all the teachers in the lineage, where they lived and what they had for
breakfast on Tuesdays. In fact they are like the 24 hour news channel or like the internet, they are a vast
and unending sea of information bites, much of it repeated at regular intervals and all of it seemingly
disconnected from all the rest.

What they aren't, these 4dans, and why, despite their usefulness, I would rather sit in front of an 8dan,
is experienced. They haven't digested all that information, they haven't lived with it and used it for so
long that they have forgotten where the information came from. They haven't edited it yet. Eventually
they will get longer in tooth and ear-hair, they will get so old they start to forget the details and they'll
have to start asking their own students what technique comes next... but they'll be able to "do it".
They'll know how the weight shifts, how the hip twists, how the little finger squeezes just so here and
here and ... really it goes that way? well in that case how the little finger squeezes HERE.

I want the newspaper, not the 24 hour news channel.

* The 2008 Japanese sensei and visitors.
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Thread Closed

And that, folks, is why the martial art forums die. There are a couple of them out there that used to be
pretty lively but I rarely am inspired to post any more on them simply because they are becoming less
and less populated.

The argument for moderation on a forum is to keep things civil, to cut down on the nonsense and to
stop this endless repetition of answering the sa